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Watercolor

This year when we practiced with watercolor, 
we started off with creating a color grid and 
another chart that will let us practice the 
techniques that can be used in water 
coloring. The techniques that we used are: 
taping,splatter,sponge,alcohol,blending,dry 
brush,etc. I believe I will use watercolor a lot 
because it is easy to control and if I make a 
mistake I could go over it with a different 
color or use the Chinese white. Another 
thing that I like about watercolor is the way 
you can add continue it after drying simply 
by adding water.



Watercolor

I created a color grid that showed the different 
water colors that we can use. First I simply 
added the designated color to each box; after it 
dried I would add a different color layered on 
top and it made a nice layer to it.This 
technique could be used for skies, water, and 
other things in nature that has many different 
colors layer upon layer. In the slightly larger 
boxes I mixed green and blue on the boxes on 
the left, and mixed the colors with different 
amounts to see the outcome. On the right is 
the same technique but with contrasting colors 
making the mixes turn brownish.

Future plans that I plan on 
doing with watercolor is most 
likely creating a leaf or water. I 
think that a leaf would go well 
with watercolor because 
leaves have many different 
greens that blend in. I think the 
watercolor would be the 
perfect media to mix the colors 
and make it look natural. Water 
would also go well with 
watercolor because of how it 
can be controlled through 
strokes to present the waves.



Watercolor in past years

 in this art sketch I did a variegated 
wash with purple and black. Then I put 
rubbing alcohol to try and see what it 
looks like. I can use the variegated as 
a background for one of my art 
projects. The rubbing alcohol could be 
used for rain drops or any liquid that 
falls.(This is what I wrote in my first 
year in art class where I first tried out 
watercolor.) By practicing different 
methods I was able to see which ones 
I liked the most, and would use for 
future means.

“In this little art piece I first 
used the masking technique 
to make a rectangle. Then I 
put black, and used a straw 
to blow on it. After I used red, 
blue and green to splatter on, 
I accidently left my fingerprint 
on there, but I realised I 
could use it for texture, and it 
looked cool. I chose these 
techniques because they 
seem like the ones I would 
use the most for my projects, 
and I believe they are the 
best ones.”



Figure Drawing

The first time I started trying figure 
drawing was in my junior year with 
Mrs.Brinker. After multiple practice she 
had us do one last one where the 
other students would critique it.I really 
enjoyed figure drawing because I had 
many ideas to use it for my pieces, but 
I never did any  because I needed 
more practice. The struggles I had last 
year were trying to figure out the body 
figure and the shading.For this piece of 
figure drawing the teacher  told us to 
mainly look at the model and not so 
much the sketchbook. This is so you 
are actually looking at the model and 
the form of the body, rather than 
interpreting and imagining what you 
think should go there.

For critiquing myself  wrote “ I really like the form, but I know I need to 
work on the joints and trying to do the face.”35 minutes it written on the 
right because that is the amount of time it took to draw this.One of the 
critiques that was written says: “ Head is a bit too large, joints are too 
curvy.”



Figure Drawing this year

This year. with Mr.Elam we have had much 
practice with figure drawing. We first 
started off with learning that the body 
should be about   7 ½ heads long. Then 
you focused on the body by lightly 
sketching the body until you are satisfied, 
leading into darkening lining to define it 
more. Shading was the last thing to do so 
that the figure has more definition and 
creation of the clothing.

One thing I noticed that I struggle 
immensely on is shading. I find it difficult to 
shade the amount and position that makes 
the figure look dimensional and realistic 
based off the lighting.



Figure Drawing

This is the final artwork that I did for figure 
drawing. I wanted to create a Surrealist theme 
piece that went with the topic of humans and 
natures. On the right side is Mother Nature and 
on the left side was the representation of 
humanity. The reason the man is pointing at the 
other body was to show a confrontation. I did 
not use this as an exhibition art piece because I 
realized that I still needed more practice with 
shading, and also I had extreme trouble with 
face composition, hence the reason that neither 
had a face.

The message 
that I was 
trying to show 
through this 
piece was that 
humans do 
not know how 
to coexist with 
other things. 
Instead they 
confront it 
head on and 
try to have 
only their side 
take 
everything, 
even if Earth 
can have both 
manmade 
things and 
natural..



Gesture Drawing

In my first year of IB art one of things 
that the teacher helped us practice for 
still life was gesture drawing. Usually for 
gesture drawing there is a model and 
you have to sketch the form that they 
have in seconds, but this one is 
different. We had to pick an object and 
draw as much detail that we could on it 
for five minutes. This was to help us 
understand that when you are drawing a 
still life you can not imagine what you 
think the form looks like in your head, 
you have to see what it looks like 
through your eyes.

I really like the way this 
bottle came out, and I 
think it is good for being 
one of the first times that I 
started still life and 
gesture drawing. The 
problems that I had while 
drawing was the water 
and the bubbles that were 
on the bottom. When 
things are clear it is 
difficult to show that with  
pencil. The main thing 
that I like is the top of the 
bottle because of the 
detail I was able to add to 
it.



Observational Sketching

By looking at items , instead of imagining 
them or looking from the internet, I feel 
like I get much more detail and shading 
when it comes to using real things. I want 
to use this technique mainly for drawing 
plants and leaves.In these observational 
sketches both of the plants are made of 
plastic.I like how I did the plant with the 
leaves on the left , but the rose needs 
more detail on the petals, and overall the 
shading.I would like to combine the 
process of looking at plants and leaves, 
and combining it with watercolor. This 
would add color to the pieces, and I 
believe that it will help me with my trouble 
of shading.



Still Life

For our still life artwork we had to 
choose different vegetables and 
place them in the way we 
wanted to draw them. I decided 
to use two peppers and a ginger 
because they seem the most 
difficult. I wanted ones that have 
curves and will shine with the 
light because I know that I need 
more practice with it. Overall, I 
think that I did good on the 
vegetables itself. The problems 
are with the shadows that I 
added and the background. I do 
not like the way they look 
because it does not look blended 
enough.



Wire Figure

Since we started wire figure, I wanted to try 
and create something that I would be 
motivated/ interested in; the assignment was 
to create a body figure showing motion. 
During the process of creating this wire figure, 
I had much difficulty in twining two wires 
together. A technique that Mr.Elam showed 
me is braiding, which really helped me in the 
process of making the figure, especially for 
the legs and base. I decided to create a body 
figure that is showing the motion of passing a 
volleyball. This is something that I am 
interested in, because I play volleyball 
practically everyday and I love it.

This is the sketch for 
my wire figure 
drawing. I wanted to 
show how the side 
and the front view 
will look. The main 
thing that I am 
worried about is 
whether or not the 
figure will be able to 
stand by itself.



Wire Figure Complete

To add volume to the figure I made the ribcage 
curve in so the form on the chest could be seen, I 
also made the head and part of the arms have a 
more three dimensional shape, so that it would not 
look like a stick figure.The base was the area that I 
struggled the most with. At first I wanted the figure 
to stand on its own, but I found that it was 
extremely difficult to do that because of the 
volleyball and the arms weight that made it lean 
forward. I then decided that I could do a square/ 
rectangular base and keep it with the topic of the 
volleyball player by having it be the court that it is 
playing on.Overall I feel like the figure was a 
success for a beginner. Some things that I would 
like to work on is cleaning up the braids and trying 
to make the figure look more proportioned and 
neater



The Modern Art Museum at Fort Worth

When we went to the Modern Art Museum I found two pieces that I like. This painting is called The Ark and it was 
created by Melissa Miller. The real thing is located in the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth and the size of it is 67 x 
168 inches. The painting is made of oil on linen and it is different animals; each has two of them. Based of the painting 
i’m not sure where it is but i believe it’s somewhere in the wild. The reasonIi like this piece is mainly because it was of 
animals. I also like it because I know that it has some symbolism of the story of Noah’s Ark based of the title and the 
fact that there is two of each animal. The painting looks realistic and it has a dark dark atmosphere to it, because of the 
main use of dark colors.



Modern Art 
Museum

This creation is called Conjoined and it was done by Roxy Paine. It is located in the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, and it’s 40 x 45 
x 28 feet. What this is is two trees made of stainless steel and they are conjoined together by the branches. The reason I am fascinated 
with this structure is because I love trees and I like how it is located outside. The fact that the trees are made of steel gives me the 
impression that Roxy wanted to try to connect manmade and nature together into one. By putting it outside it gave me the feeling of 
peace because it seemed like it belonged there, and that it was just like any other tree outside.


